
35Chapter 2  •  The Nature and Extent of Crime

Uniform Crime Reports
The product of the work of the Committee was the UCR 

Program. Launched in 1929–1930, this program was designed 
to provide unified, reliable, and systematic information on a set 
of frequently committed serious crimes reported to law enforce-
ment agencies across the country. Using these data, police 
chiefs could accurately compare crime across jurisdictions and 
over time. Further, data about these crimes could be aggregated  
in a meaningful fashion. The IACP managed the UCR Program 
for several years until the FBI was charged with oversight of 
the program (some sources place the FBI takeover of the UCR  
in 1935).

Since that time, the FBI has managed the UCR as it com-
piles crime reports submitted voluntarily by law enforcement 
agencies. (In some states, reporting to the FBI is mandated, 
though in some of these states, not all jurisdictions partici-
pate.) These reports come either directly from local, state, fed-
eral, and tribal law enforcement agencies or through centralized state agencies from 
across the nation. When launched, the UCR Program was based on reports from  
400 law enforcement agencies in 43 states, describing crimes occurring in about 20% of 
the population. Today, the program gathers crime reports from approximately 17,000 (of 
the more than 18,000) law enforcement agencies from all states, the District of Columbia, 
and some U.S. territories. Further, the UCR Program describes crime occurring in almost the 

Crime analysts investigate the nature and extent 

of crime in the United States. Without the work of 

analysts and the statistics they produce, how different 

might our criminal justice system look? How much 

crime would you think there is?
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Table 2.1  n  FBI UCR Part I and Part II Crimes

Part I Crimes Part II Crimes

•• murder and non-negligent  
manslaughter

•• forcible rape

•• robbery

•• aggravated assault

•• burglary

•• larceny/theft

•• motor vehicle theft

•• arson (added in 1979)

•• other assaults (simple)

•• forgery and 
counterfeiting

•• corporate fraud

•• embezzlement

•• buying, receiving, and 
possessing stolen 
property

•• vandalism

•• possession and 
carrying of a weapon

•• prostitution and 
commercialized vice

•• drug abuse violations

•• gambling

•• nonviolent and unlawful 
offenses against family 
and children

•• driving under the 
influence

•• liquor law violations

•• drunkenness

•• disorderly conduct

•• vagrancy

•• all other violations of 
state or local laws not 
specified (except traffic 
violations)

•• suspicion (arrested and 
released without formal 
charges)

•• curfew violations and 
loitering

•• runaways 

Video: 
Measuring serious crime

Why is it necessary to separate crimes into Part I and Part II types? What advantages come from this dis-
tinction? What disadvantages?

Journal: 
Mail vs. telephone surveys

Author Video: 
The importance of  

measuring crime




